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The following is the result of the Arizona State (ASU) off field protest of their game on 5/7/2017 against 

California Miramar University-Montebello (CMU-M).  
 

 
Game protested by Arizona State 

 
ASU & CMU-M played their District VIII Championship game Sunday May 7th.  Nick Minot, a CMU-M player 

who is listed as eligible on their NCBA roster, pitched and defeated ASU 2-1 to win the District VIII 
Championship. ASU is protesting the eligibility of CMU-M player Nick Minot, stating he is out of NCBA 

eligibility given his initial date of enrollment doesn’t match what is listed on his NCBA profile. The allegations 
imply Nick Minot initially enrolled in college fulltime back in 2009 – making 2017 his 8th year since initial full 

time college enrollment – which would violate NCBA eligibility rules.    
 

 
Requested Action 

 
ASU is requesting the game be ruled a 7-0 victory in their favor since CMU-M violated rule NCBA DII Rule 
7.09.0: 
 
7.09.0 Each student-athlete shall complete his five seasons of participation in intercollegiate baseball 
within six calendar years from the beginning of the semester or quarter in which the student-athlete first 
registered for a minimum full time program of studies in a collegiate institution, with time spent in the 
armed services, on official church missions or with recognized foreign aid services of the U.S government 
being excepted. 
 

 
ASU Statement 

 
Statement made by ASU President, Michael Smith – “Today in the District VIII championship game our 
school (Arizona State University) played California Miramar University - Montebello. The pitcher for CMU, 
Nick Minot, stated he started college in 2015 and is listed as a 2nd year player on the NCBA website. After a 
little research it was found that he had actually started college at the William Penn University during the 2009-
2010 season and started his collegiate baseball career then. Nick Minot started his clock of playing 5 years of 
NCBA baseball within his 6 consecutive year window the NCBA allows, during the 2009-2010 season which 
would be more than 6 years ago. 
 
Below is the roster at William Penn from the 2009-2010 season with the earliest we have seen Minot being in a 
University. Nick Minot is # 36 on the roster:” 
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CMU-M Statement 
 
Statement made by Chris Chade, CMU-M Athletic Director – “In regards to Nick Minot’s eligibility, we 
feel that he is within the playing rules of NCBA eligibility requirements. In regards to Rules 7.09.0, we feel 
there is some ambiguity with rule 07.10.0 which states "For a player to participate in the NCBA using a fifth 
year of eligibility, the player must NOT have exhausted four years of eligibility at the Varsity Level". The 
student in question has not exhausted four years of eligibility at the varsity level. The player in question has 
participated in 3 seasons of Varsity baseball at William Penn University and 2 Club Ball seasons, that is 
including this year 2017, at California Miramar University. In regards to the application for the NCBA player 
registration, the student only had the option to choose California Miramar University when filling out the 
application. Had he had any other options to choose from or fill in, see below, then the NCBA would have been 
able to flag the fact that there may have been eligibility concerns. Please notify us if there is a necessary 
appeals process so we may alert our attorney if necessary. In closing, Nicholas Minot is an outstanding student 
with a 4.0 GPA. He would never do anything intentionally to compromise the program.” 
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Ruling 

 

PROTEST GRANTED – Per NCBA Rule 7.09.0, once a student athlete initially enrolls in college full time 
his/her 6 year window begins. They then have the next 6 consecutive years to play up to 5 years of 
intercollegiate baseball. It doesn’t matter if the athlete takes times away from college through their 
undergraduate degree after initially starting or after graduation before reenrolling in pursue of additional 
degrees – that player is only eligible within that initial 6 year window. The NCBA does have exceptions in 
place as noted within the rule, though Nick doesn’t meet the criteria for any of those. Nick’s NCBA player 
profile online matches the player profile from his time at William Penn University in 2009-10. He graduated 
high school in from Montclair Prep HS in 2009.  Nick provided false information regarding his educational 
background when completing his online NCBA player registration as his listed his initial college enrollment as 
Oct 2015 CMU – Los Angeles instead of 2009 William Penn Univ.  Had he provided factual information from 
the start, he would have never been cleared on CMU-M’s roster as his profile would have been flagged for not 
meeting eligibility requirements.   Lastly, both Leo Gutierrez (CMU-M Head Coach) & Nick Minot confirmed 
via phone to Eric Curitore that Nick had played at William Penn back in 2009-10.  
 
CMU-M’s claim that Nick never exhausted 4 years of varsity baseball is 100% irrelevant as that’s not the issue 
ASU is protesting. Nick is eligible in that regard, though ASU is protesting Nick’s eligibility through rule 
7.09.0 not rule 7.10.0. CMU-M’s claim that only one school was available to pick is also 100% irrelevant as 
their screenshot showed the drop down box for “Varsity Participation”. Since he never listed his prior 
enrollment at William Penn in his educational history, only the schools he reported earlier were available.  
 
This is the 1st official protest made against the eligibility of Nick Minot this season. The NCBA was notified 
through various sources on Sunday May 9th. Word got to ASU, who then went about filing the off field protest. 
ASU was in compliance with their off field protest of an ineligible player listed on an NCBA roster: 
 
24.03.2.1 An exception being the protest of the ineligibility of a player who is officially on the roster can 
be protested at any time provided the protest is filed within 24 hours of having determined the player 
should not have been eligible to compete in an NCBA Sanctioned Baseball Game.  
 
The result of this game will be changed to a 7-0 forfeit victory for ASU. CMU-M’s District VIII Championship 
and World Series bid will be stripped and awarded to ASU. CMU-M will be placed on probation for the entire 
2017/2018 season. CMU-M will also be forced to forfeit each and every NCBA Sanctioned game they won 
earlier in the year that Nick Minot appeared in. Per Nick’s profile, he appeared in 5 wins for CMU-M. All 5 of 
those games will be changed to 7-0 forfeit losses against CMU-M.   
 
Since the CMU-M Coaches and administrators were 100% cooperative in this investigation and the NCBA 
believes that there was no malicious intent to deceive the NCBA by the CMU-M Coaches and Administration 
no further disciplinary action will be taken and CMU-M will remain post season eligible for the 2017/18 NCBA 
season. 
 
Eric Curitore  

   
 
 
Director of DII Baseball Operations  


